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The Honorable Roy P. Dyson
20247 Point Lookout Road. lJnit 2
P.O. Box 229
Great Mills, MD 20603

Subject: Renewed Concerns over the Adequacy of Water Supplies in Southern Maryiand

Reference: Maryland Geological Survey (MGS) Administrative Report, June 2005, titled "Water
Supply Potential of the Coastal Plain Aquifers in Calvert, Charles and St. Mary's
Counties, with Empirasis on the Upper Patapsco and Lower Patapsco Aquifers"

Dear Senator Dyson:

The Board of County Commissioners for St. Mary's County recently received a briefing from
the County's Water Quality Policy Task Force covering the projected demand and availability of
water resources for County residents and businesses. Inciuded in that briefing was information
fiorn a2002 report that raised some concenls which we would like to share with you in light of your
role on the Advisory Committee on the Manasement & Protection of the State's Water Resources.

J g

This Board has communicated with you in the past. notable last year when we forwarded the
letter attached as enclosure 1 (hereafter referred to as "SMC Water Management") outiining our
strategy for managing tire water we withdraw from our aquifers to support life here in the County.
The basis for tire Letter was tire anall'sis contained in the MGS Administrative Reporl Referenced
above (hereafter leferred to as the "Southern Maryland Water Adequacy Reporl"). Our ietter also
contained a number of related issues we wished investigated. Until very recently, our staff had no
kriowledge of a separate2002 MGS Report attached as enclosrlre 2 (hereafter referred to as the
"Aur"re An-urdel Report") or of the conclusions reached therein.

Now that we have had an opportunitl' to review the findings in the Anne Arundel Repoft, we
have a number of significant concerns important enor-rgh to bring to your immediate attention. Each
of these is discussed below.

Continued Use of the Aquia Aquifer. We have always understood that state poi icl ,  does not
al lou'N4anageuient Levels to be exceeded. Fiowever, t i re Anne Arundel Repofi ,  as quoted

belou,. reveals tirat management levels irave been exceeded for seven years in por-tions of
Anne Arr"urdel Count1,.
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"As of 2000, water levels in the Aquia aquifer have exceeded the management level
within a 2-mile-wide band located in the central part of Southern Anne Arundel
County," Enclosure ?, page 4,

^ - --^-- r---^w, both Calverl and St. Iv{ary's Counties rely l ieavily on tire Aquia and plan toAS yULl  Ki lU

continue to do so. Consequently, tire irnplications of the Anne Arundel Report (enclosure 2)
on the decisions we made in our SMC Water Management letter (enclosure 1) require
immediate clarifi cation.

Impacts of Reaching the Management Level in an Aquifer. In our SMC Water
Management (enclosure 1) letter, we also indicated the need for a clear expianation of the
specific steps that would be taken by MDE when the management level is reached in a
particular area. For example, which well drilling permits would be denied and irow large a
geographrcal area would be covered by such a denial. Wording from the2002 Anne Arundel
Report (enclosure 2) gives tiris request new impofiance:

"Withdrawais from the Aquia aquifer... in Calverl County and...St. Mary's County by
2A2A. . . fwill] cause water levels in the Aquia aquifer to further exceed the management
level fin Southern Anne Arundei County] in a band as much as 3 miles wide, extending
fiom Waysons Corner to the Rhode River." Enclosure2,Page 4.

Alternate Drinking Water Sources Are Needed. As we have pointed out, if growth is
allowed to continue at projected rates, our aquifers will reach a point where they will no
longer be able to supply our needs (enclosure 1 ,paragraph 5). The truth of this statement was
given even greater strength witir the Anne Arundel Repoft's conclusion (enclosure 2, pg, 4)
that allowing additional witirdrawals from tire Aquia beyond 2000

"will cause water ievels to furlher exceed the management level in the central pafi of
Sor-rthern Anne Arundel Connty. Therefore, as defined by the present management
guidelines. the Aqr-ria Aqr-rifer has reached its maximum allorvable yield."

Aciditionalll,, we irave just learned that the Maryland Department of Planning population
estimates for St. Mary's County have recentll,been adjusted upward by 19 percent fiom those
used to generate the results in tire above referenced 2005 Southern Maryland Water Adequacl,
Reporl, If these new figures are but the first in a series of upward adjustmeuts, then aquifer
dernands ma-y be even greater. Clearl1,, irnmediate action must be taken to investigate ways of
satisfl,ipg our drinking water needs beyond the 2030. We believe we must stafi analvsis llow
to insure orderlv transitiot-t to these lte\ / supplies.

How Safe are Our Aquifer Recharg- nr."rt In our SMC Water Managetlent letter
(enclosure 1, paragraph 3), we also asked that more in-depth airall,sis be provided on tire
aquifer outcrop areas that recirarge tire Aquia, Piney Point and Patapsco Aquifers.
Specificall1,. uu. rvish to know ufiere the recirarge of our aquifers comes frotn and how titese
al'eas are being safeguarded against land use actioris tirat might damage or pollute oLlr
drinking u'ater supplies. We understand that solne of our recharge areas are in Auue An-rndel
County, so ollr previous colnments appear particularll' relevant.
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We ask you to use all of the resources at your disposal to provide us with definitive answers to
address the concerns expressed above. We are available to discuss these issues with you in more
detail if necessary, and wor,rid appreciate your thoughts on these matters as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
BOARD
FOR ST.

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MARY'S COUNTY, MARYLAND

BOCC:JBW:JS:dg
T:Al l /Consent l5435

Enclosures:
1, St. Mary's County Comrnissioner Letter, January 17,2006, to the Honorable Roy P. Dyson,

Maryland Representative to the State Water Resources Managernent Advisory Cornnriffee
2, MGS Report,  20A2, t i t led Future of Water Supply f i 'orr the Aquia and Magothy Aquifers in

Anrre Arundel Courrtv. Man' i land

cc: Board of County Cornmissioners for Charles & Calveft Counties
Delegate Johrr L. Bohanan, . lr .
Delegate Ant l iony J.  O'Donnel l
Delegate.lohn F, Wood, . lr .
Sheri T, Wilson, Secretary, MDE
Dr. Saeid Kasraei, Md. Dept. of the Environnrent
M. Gordon Wolrnan,, Ph.D.. Chairnran, Advisory Corlmittee on the Manasernent & Protection
of t l re State's Water Resources

i 2ot ' tr .  B. t /heeler, Chair,  St. t lary,"s Coitr l t t ,Water Pol icy Task Force & Cornmission on the
L./

bt t t ' t ro t . t  tnet t t

Steve Kirrg. Di lector, Metropol i tan Corrir l issiorr
Denis Canavan. Director. Dept. of Land Use & Grolrt l i  Managenrent
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